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power and determination for revenge were again becoming
threatening. But the moment I had been calling out
for only from a sense of lofty realism in international
policy was allowed to slip by.
From the moment when the Rome-Berlin axis was
allowed to forge itself, I knew Signor Mussolini too well
to give ourselves the slightest chance, apart from force
of arms, of winning him back to us. But at the moment
when he took the dice to throw them on the German
board, I believe he betrayed Italian interests, and was
a victim of false calculation of the material and moral
foices of the present and the future.
If we are to allow that he made no mistake, then he
must have been sure in advance of the Bordeaux felony.
That is a point on which the future will throw light.
But if I concede that, being aware of it, he can pat
himself on the back for having reasoned or reckoned with
skill, I think, nevertheless, that he will learn, thanks to
Great Britain and to a France reawakened and revived,
that he has, all accounts well and truly made, reasoned
and reckoned badly, and that he put on the wrong shoe
when he fancied he was putting on the right.
This is the idea upon which I enlarged in the Petit
Parisien of June nth, in an article which I make a point
of reproducing in full. It interprets, I think, the con-
temptuoxis sorrow which every stout-hearted Frenchman
felt in the presence of what Mr. Roosevelt called, as we
all did, " the stab in the back," and in the presence of
what the New York Times branded as " jackal's courage"
We expected it, but did not want to believe it. We did
not want to believe it because there are sacrilegious gestures
and acts against which our reason and our heart rise in revolt.
We did not want to believe it because, if we judge certain
men and groups of men to be capable of anything, there
are others whom, despite all appearances and indications, we
do not want, we cannot allow, to degrade themselves to the
level of despoilers of the wounded. We loved them, we were